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convincing.   They went through the War, honestly believ-
ing that they were fighting a war of self-defense forced upon
them by Russia.  Outside of Germany, however, the White
Book made the worst possible impression.   It was quickly
noted that among the 27 telegrams there was not a single
despatch between Berlin and Vienna; and yet everyone
knew that during the July crisis there must have been a very
active interchange of telegrams between the two Central
Powers.   Germany had asserted that she tried to exert
pressure upon Austria to accept negotiations to preserve
peace, but there was not a document in the White Book to
prove the assertion.   People naturally concluded that Ger-
many did not dare to publish the truth.   They distrusted
the specious argument by which the German Chancellor
persuaded the Reichstag to vote the war credits.   In fact,
the White Book, instead of convincing persons outside
Germany of her innocence, had exactly the opposite effect.
As we now know, however, the German White Book con-
tained a great deal of truth, but not the whole truth.   One
reason for the inclusion of so few documents was the physi-
cal impossibility of printing within a few hours the great
mass of telegrams which had been exchanged during the
preceding weeks.  Even could they have been published in
time to be laid before the Reichstag, it would have been
impossible to read and digest their contents in a short time.
The Chancellor evidently had to make a selection, and he
selected those few letters and telegrams which were of
greatest significance and which supported his arguments.
He also omitted so far as possible matters which would
have offended England and France, with whom Germany
was still at peace at the time the White Book was compiled
—a fact often overlooked in judging it later,4
In contrast to the German White Book was the British
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